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SIZER, Clifford George   
 
Private, 41403 
13th Battalion, Essex Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Thursday, 22nd February 1917 
Killed in Action 
Memorial: Thiepval Memorial 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged: 19 years 

 
Sizer is a well established Haverhill name.  In 
1841 Jonathan and Elinor Sizer were living in 
the High Street, Haverhill, and for much of the 
nineteenth century successive generations of 
that branch of the family continued to live 
around there. Jonathon had a large family and 
by 1861 his son Joseph and wife Emma had set 
up home in Beggar’s Row, now Queen Street, 
before moving to 20 Burton End, where 
Clifford’s  father, Joseph Sizer, was born in 
1872. 
 
Joseph junior married Emily Free and they 
raised three children, Herbert born 1892, Edith 
born 1894 and Clifford George who was born in 
1897. The family was then living at 8 Vine 
Cottages (or Shepherds Cottages), Burton End 
with Joseph working as a tailor’s presser. 
 

 
Sadly, Clifford’s father died when he was 5 years old 
and his mother, Emily, (photo right) worked as a laundry 
woman and took in a lodger to support the family before 
the children started work.  Herbert was a miller, Edith a 
sewing machinist and Clifford was employed first as a 
grocer’s errand boy and then as a milkman and 
warehouseman for the Haverhill Co-operative Society. 
In 1912 Clifford’s mother married Albert C.J. Reader.  
 
Clifford joined the 13th Battalion, Essex Regiment as 
Private No. 41403.  The West Ham Pals was a 
nickname given to the 13th Essex battalion. This 
regiment was recruited at the start of World War One 
from the West Ham area and as such the majority of 
recruits were supporters of West Ham Football Club. 
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In early February, some four months after arriving in France, the Battalion was 
billeted in huts at Ovillers. The war diaries for this period tell us that on the 18th, they 
moved to the Left Sub Sector near Courcelette.  The men were kept busy deepening 
and strengthening posts and constructing splinter proof shelters before being 
relieved on the 21st about midnight. While B Coy went to dugouts at  Courcelette and 
C Coy went to Wolfe Huts, A Coy were unable to return from the front line due to 
daylight breaking so it was the following day before they got back to the Courcelette 
dugouts. D Coy also returned to the West Miraumont dugouts on the 22nd February. 
The battalion was relieved on the 23rd and went to billets in Albert. Casualty records 
for this period of 5 days show that 7 Other Ranks were killed in action. Clifford was 
killed in action on the 22nd February 1917, aged 19 years.    
 
The South West Suffolk Echo on 24th March 1917 reported: 
 
‘Official information is also to hand that another Haverhill soldier has been killed in 
action viz., Pte.Clifford Sizer, of the Essex Regt., whose mother resides in Vine 
Cottages. The deceased soldier was only 19 years of age and had been at the front 
for about four months. Before enlisting he was employed by the Co-operative Society 
as a milkman and warehouseman.‘ 
 
With no known grave Clifford is remembered with honour on the Thiepval Memorial, 
Somme, France.  

(Photo courtesy CWGC) 

 
The family wreath at the unveiling of Haverhill War Memorial in 1920 was inscribed: 
 

In loving memory of Cliff Sizer 
from Mother, Step Father, Sister and Brother 
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Clifford is remembered 
on the Memorial plaques 
in both the West End 
Church the Methodist 
Church. 
 
 
 
 


